        Our modern life required the new generation of young people who are active , curious, goal-oriented and educated. And the man, who does not know his history, can not considered being a well-educated man. It sounds very categorical but in my opinion, it is true. What is history?  Do you think these are facts and dates, families of tsars and emperors?  I am sure that history definition is much wider. It includes not only events and facts but culture heritage, which is connected with the origin of the names of the towns, mountains, lakes. If you want to have the reputation of being the well-educated you have to start learning history of your folk.  It is the first reason of urgency of my report. The second reason is that we have so many places in Bashkortostan with a very interesting history but we are not so well informed  about the origin of their names. For example there is a fairy-tale in bashkir folklore about a giant who was wearing a belt with two large pockets. He kept his treasures there. The belt was rather big. One day the giant stretched the belt and put it around the earth from the cold Karskoe Sea till the sands of the Kaspiy Sea . It was the foundation of the Ural Mountains.  

One of the  majestic and at the same time hospitable places Ural Mountains. It is Iremel . 

It is similar to a great building. This monument of beauty  was built by the nature. Everything is unusual: woods,  the top form and even the name. The high-mountainous plateau is surrounded by the  beautiful Ural woods which cover «sacred top» with the three rings.

The first ring consists of the light mixed woods with fragrant fir forests and glades .
 The second ring looks like a lock wall, high and ancient and consists of  fur-trees and larches.

The third ring is full of high-mountainous glades. And after the third ring of wood you can see the tops of the mountain.
 These  tops have  following names: Big Iremel, Small Iremel, Kabanchik and Zherebchik. The main top is the  Big Iremel. Its  height is  1582 meters. 
 One of the greatest view on the mountains of Southern Ural opens  from the top of  the Big Iremel. On the one hand is the highest top of Southern Ural Mountains — Jamantau and a ridge of Zhigalga, on the other hand there is a view on a ridge of Nugush and a ridge of Avaljak. All mountains of Southern Ural  are clearly visible!
 In   despite of the world fame  of Iremel as a geographical object its name is still an enigma. Iremel  has a mysterious history. The name of mountain has come to us from immemorial times when Turkis (ancestors of modern  Bashkir) occupied these lands . In translation from old-turkic, the word "Iremel" means «a place giving force to the person », and the name of the village Tjuljuk which is at the bottom of mountain (it was  built two centuries ago), is translated as "desire". Because of the neighbourhood of Tjuljuk with Iremel there has appeared a legend that  at the mountain top any desires can come true if you bring a gift to the spirits of Iremel . During the old times people even brought human souls as gifts to spirits. According to legends,  ancient priests made bloody sacrifices at mountain top to cajole gods and to get  a rich harvest. 

    According to some researchers (G.E.Kornilov, M.I.Albrut), this name was already known to I.I.Lepyokhin in the XVIII century . The name Avaljak, Aveljak goes back to bashkir-tatar  аулак which means "deserted", "deaf" but in other Turkic languages it means also  "a hunting place".

   Local residents call this mountain "Center of the universe" because in translation from old-turkic Iremel means a place giving force to the person ." Ер-эме-иле " is a point of an energy output on the planet. 

    In «the Short toponymic dictionary» by V.A.Nikonov,  in the research by V.P.Semenov-Tjan-Shanskii's  and a number of popular editions, especially in tourist guidebooks is written that in translation from  Bashkort  language  Iremel means "Sacred ". But for "sacred" in bashkort  and tatar language there is a word “изге”. Probably, the bashkort-tatar word “ырым” means "spell", “ырымлы” means "exorcised", "bewitched" , but they are different  to the Bashkort sounding of the name of the mountain.  
 It forces to search for other explanations of the name. Here is one of them: In some Turkic languages there is a word “эмэл” which means "saddle", going back to Mongolian эмээл. We can meet this word quite often in the names of passes of Tjan-Shan, Altai and other mountains of Central Asia and Southern Siberia.

 In the names of  Bashkir mountains there are many elements of  antiquity which are really difficult to explain   from the point of modern Bashkort language . If we admit that the same Mongolian element was much time ago in the language of  Bashkir  people  Iremel is easy to interpret  as "the Saddle of the man (hero)", because the word “ir” in the Bashkir language means a "man", a"hero". If you have ever seen this mountain ,you  can easily find out in this giant  a huge saddle and understand this  metaphor .   
Preparing the  material for my report  I have found many  interesting legends. For example, in Iremel’s land it was  the legend about the people living in the mountains called “chudi”. In national tales “chudi” were skilful handicraftsmen and magicians. These people lived in Iremel caves before entering of the  Ural Mountains into the Moscow kingdom.
Old people of neighboring villages tell that there really existed  people living on the slopes of local mountains . They lived quietly in the neighborhood with other people. They had their own religion. They didn’t want to devote anybody into it. They say that nowadays it is possible to find sacred altars in Iremel caves . According to the legend, other people have found out that these people were very rich. They  wanted to get profit. But to share with people чудь did not gather, having realised that in rest all of them equally will not leave. And these people  decided to disappear in caves of Iremel to take away  all secrets and riches with themselves. What kind of  knowledge “chudi” so jealously protected , the legend keeps silence.  Among the tourists there is a the legend about the old gnomes - the small people living inside the mountain.  Once one of the oldest bajsakal villagers told : «There is one Iremele cave. Many people tried to get there to find the treasures. They have found nothing, but  books and  ancient writings».Maybe with these two legends or with the legend about sacred place is connected the name of the nearest river on the plateau “Tygyn”, which is translated as “Don’t go there”, “There is no entrance”  
     Despite of mysticism and ancient legends  Iremel remains one of the beautiful mountains surrounded by Ural woods and mountain tundra. In the woods you can see  bears  and 500-year-old larches . It is impossible to definite the climate of Iremel :fogs and rains are frequent, and snow on the mountain slopes lays to the middle of June . The most part of the way to the top goes through  the stone rivers . But having overcome 15 kilometers separating Iremel from the nearest village Tjuljuk, everyone will be excited by magic and timeless beauty of this place. It is the source of one of the most famous  rivers of Bashkortostan - Agidel (Ak-Idel, White) . Slopes of Iremel are generously covered by every possible berries and mushrooms. Air here is so pure and sweet that having tasted it once, you will never forget this stream full of force and energy 

On the territory of Bashkortostan lived many nationalities: variants of finno-ugorsk tribes  (чудь, меря, мещера, мурома вепсы и др.). That is why the  этногенез of north russian nationality came on the Slavonic ground , that is why one of the version says that the name comes from the Russian word “ирий”what means paradise in old Russian language .
Next two versions are connected with  geographical termini .The word “Eremelek” in Bashkort language means a boggy strip along the river, occupied with dense thickets of bushes and wood or “irem” means a straight line of the  river bank.

      The other opinion is taken from the word using by people who were sent to live in these places covered with forest before revolution. Many of them were Russian, and this word was used to describe a marshy dark forest, which was called “urman” by people living there.

There are some ideas connected with Bashkort language. The word “йуреме” means dense thickets. The word “йорме’ means “don’t go” or “it is forbidden” As for me this scientific experience was very useful. I had to use my native language. I was ashamed of myself that I am Bashkir and I don’t know the native language. 

Но все выше перечисленные версии восходят корнями к языковедению и вообще к языкам. Но топонимика - наука не только языковедческая. Она находится на стыке трёх наук: языковедения, географии и истории. Вот чего забывать нельзя! Но забывают - и строят догадки свои по схеме: «А как уж там переводится?» И переводят. С одного языка на другой. Результат тиражируют. При том ни у кого не возникает сомнений. А зря. «Кажущаяся ясность - самая коварная западня для топонимиста. Когда нет элементарных знаний, всё кажется легко объяснимо» (В.А. Никонов, 1964 год). 

Поэтому я решил рассмотреть происхождение названия горы Иремель с другой стороны. Так сказать с практической, и вот, и наткнулся на очень интересную версию:

          В русской литературе упоминается: Возьмём известную среди краеведов книжку А.К. Матвеева «Вершины Каменного Пояса» и откроем её на нужной для нас странице:

«И р е м е л ь,  одна из самых высоких и красивых гор Южного Урала... Расположена близ истоков Белой... Имеет две вершины - Большой Иремель (1582 м) и находящийся севернее Малый Иремель (около 1400 м). Вершину Большой Иремель называют ещё Большой Кабан (это слово восходит к башкирскому кэбэн - "стог"; таких "кабанов" много и на других хребтах и горах Южного Урала)...». 

As you see from my research work the interest to this place is only increasing day after day. Why does it happen? The course is not only in natural beauty but in absence of clear definition of the origin of the name.  I was surprised by the fact of existing of so many theories about the name. Probably it is connected with the ethnic variety of cultures of   people living at this interesting place. It proves that we people living on the planet belong to one human society and our cultures are closely connected.  We should develop intercultural relations because our planet is full of interesting discoveries. And we -the youth –should be involved in it by different ways. One of them is organizing of such conferences, we are very grateful for it. So I invite you to this majestic and  hospitable place.
